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General Pace Recognizes National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency for Support to Warfighters 

 
The vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff presented the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) 
with the Joint Meritorious Unit Award (JMUA) for exceptionally meritorious achievement from September 11, 
2001 to December 1, 2003. Marine Corps Gen. Peter Pace presented the award to the men and women of NGA 
during a ceremony held in the Agency’s Bethesda headquarters.  
 
NGA, the award citation read, “Displayed superior vision, creativity, competence, and dedication as they 
provided critical geospatial intelligence support in response to the attack on September 11, 2001; and for 
Operations NOBLE EAGLE, ENDURING FREEDOM, and IRAQI FREEDOM. Whether at the site of the 
World Trade Center, at federal and state agencies or side-by-side with warfighters, NGA contributed directly to 
successful operations.” 
 
Gen. Pace emphasized the many contributions of NGA. “This award reflects only a portion of all that the 
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency team has done, and continues to do, in the War on Terror.  From 
support of our troops in Afghanistan and Iraq, to security for major public events in the United States, and 
disaster relief missions across this nation, your efforts make a real difference in keeping our nation secure, both 
overseas and at home.  Thank you for all you do every day to make the world a safer place.” 
 
Accepting the JMUA battle streamer to accompany the agency flag, NGA Director, retired Air Force Lt. Gen. 
James R. Clapper, Jr. said, “Either directly or in collaborative environments, NGA was there when needed. This 
award reflects the many contributions by the NGA team to preserve our nation’s security.”  
 
NGA is both a national intelligence and DOD combat support agency whose mission is to provide timely, 
relevant and accurate geospatial intelligence in support of our national security.  Geospatial intelligence is the 
exploitation and analysis of imagery and geospatial information to describe, assess and visually depict physical 
features and geographically referenced activities on the Earth.  Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., NGA has 
major facilities in the Washington D.C., Northern Virginia and St. Louis, Mo. areas with NGA support teams 
worldwide. 
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